A clinical psychogeriatric unit: organization and function.
A psychogeriatric unit in Brentwood VA hospital is described with regard to function and organization. Its clinical task is to evaluate the elderly veterans in several dimensions. Then a comprehensive plan emerges for continuing care, to which each professional staff member contributes his own experience. The presenting problems are given priorities, and needed services are coordinated. This process involves staff roles and training, the needs of the population served, diagnostic and treatment procedures, and aftercare programs. Liaison with other agencies addressing the problems of aging provides support in policy-making, consultation and education for the proprietors of homes accepting placement of elderly veterans. It is hoped that the findings of this report (including a clinical study of 47 patients) may serve as a stimulus to others who contribute to the care of the aged.